
 

 

SHORT INTRO 

Handwoven and leather bags showcasing the refined craftsmanship and 
contemporary design of eSwatini.  
 
Khokho is committed to celebrating and supporting time honored and traditional 
techniques and promotes a higher value for artisans through fine workmanship and 
specialized design.  
 
With ethical practice at the heart of the business, the bags are handwoven by 
women artisans and carefully handcrafted with leather details in the Khokho   
studio, Eswatini.  
 
Khokho - the siSwati word for great-grandmother - honours the value and the 
wisdom passed down through generations of women.  

 
 

LONGER BIO 

Khokho - the siSwati word for great-grandmother - is committed to celebrating and 
supporting time honored and traditional techniques . Khokho aims to promote a 
higher value for artisans through fine workmanship and special ized design.  

Founded in 2014, Khokho is a partnership between Central Saint Martins alum and 
social entrepreneur Phil ippa Thorne, handbag designer and consultant Sapna 
Shah, formerly of Rag & Bone and Calvin Klein,  and skilled artisan professional and 
master weaver, Zinhle Vilakati.   
 
Khokho partners with a women ’s cooperative of  weavers to provide sustainable 
opportunity and living wages. We aim to support the empowerment of each artisan 
and give women greater security, prosperity and self -purpose. The women, who 
work from home, weave the baskets from local sustainably harvested fibres.  
 
The Khokho studio is home to a dedicated group of leather technicians who skilful ly 
transform woven panels into beautiful handbags. The leather training, led by an 
Italian master craftsman with over 40 years of experience in crafting luxury 
handbags for Burberry and Marc Jacobs has enabled local artisans to expand their 
own skil ls and produce the highest quality workmanship and finishing.  

In eSwatini, women are the matriarchs, heads of the household and  backbone of 
their families and communities. Similarly, each founder is inspired by the 
matriarchal influences in their l ives- past and present- using the teachings of their 
own mothers and grandmothers as the guiding principles for the growth of the 
Khokho brand. 
 
 
CONTACT INFO 
Philippa Thorne 
info@khokhocollection.com 
+26876021187 
Khokho Studio 
Malandela’s Lifestyle Centre  
Malkerns, Eswatini  
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